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Letter from Mr. Clingman.
House or Representatives, )

March 22, 1850.
To the Editor of the Republic t

Gentlemen : Your Republic of Wednesday eon-tai- ns

a speech purporting to delivered by
my colleague (Mr. Stanly) in the House of Repre-
sentatives, March 6th, 1850.

On looking over it I find that it includes some
twenty or thirty extracts from speeches of mine de-

livered at different times within the laat half a dozen
years. On the day of its delivery, I think, I heard
all that was said by my colleague. He commenced
by saying that as the was a rainy one he would
advise gentlemen to go to some more comfortable

as he did not intend to speak for the House,
Claee, his constituents. In the of his remarks
he stated that he bad some extracts frpra my speeches
which he should print, but which he did not intend
to read, lest his hour should expire before he had
concluded. Just before the close of his hour, how-
ever, having as I supposed gone over the ground of
his speech, he began to read an extract from one of
my speeches, but after going through a few sentences,
he declared as his hour was nearly over, he
would print it and some others. Until the speech
appeared in your paper, it was impossible either for
me, or for the members generally, to know what par-
ticular portions or even speeches he intended to
read from. In met, of his. quotations refer to
points to which he made no allusion whatever in the
course of his speech. It will not, I presume, be ex-

pected by any body that I should attempt a reply on
the floor of the House; I could do so with no appear-
ance of parliamentary propriety. Not only has so
long a time elapsed that the matters really by
him have passed out of the minds of members, but I
would be compelled to ask the House to give me its
ear replying to things not spoken there, wholly
new to the members generally, and having no
ence whatever to the practical business of legislation

If this matter he has had printed merited a reply
it would doubtless, be held sufficient for me, with
permission, to publish an answer in the same paper
he has selected as the medium ot his communication
to the country. On looking over the speech, however,
candor compels me to admit, that it does not, in my
judgment, contain any thing of sufficient moment to
justify me in asking the use of columns for a
reply to it. In selecting parts of paragraphs, and
sometimes parts of sentences, my colleague has ex-

hibited some ingenuity, and seems to have exercised
much caution to avoid doing me justice, and to mis-
lead his readers in relation to my opinions as formerly
expressed. As far as I have observed the custom
that has prevailed with members of the House since
the adoption of the hour rule, though they sometimes
enlarge the argumentative parts of speeches in the
report, they studiously avoid printing any thing that

to the opinions or declarations of members,
it has been in met uttered on the By that

means an opportunity is afforded gentlemen to explain
or defend themselves, when it seems necessary. My
colleague has thought proper to take a different course.
As far as I am concerned, I have no objection what-
ever to his briuging into review my public acts and
declarations in the chosen by him. It would,
in my judgment, however, have been more appropri-
ate for him to have assumed ostensibly, as be appears
to have done really, the character of a pamphleteer.
He seems anxious to make it appear that there is a
discrepancy or inconsistency in my opinions on po-
litical points, as expressed at different times. Though
I entertain no doubt but that, by making more copi-
ous extracts from my speeches than he has done, I
should be able to that my opinions, as express
ed, have not materiallr varied, yet I cannot suppose
that the public generally feel an interest in the sub-
ject, the establishing of my consistency would
not in any manner affect the progress of legislative
business. My own constituents have generally seen
my speeches at length, and will not, therefore, I ap-

prehend, require any explanation from me. But
advantage he can derive misleading bis own
constituents, 1 catinot imagine. Should any thing in
the progress of in the futute render it proper
that I should offer explanation I enter on it
with entire confidence - in my ability to make a suc-
cessful defence.

Having disposed of the speech of my colleague, I
will now, gentlemen, as 1 have found , necessary to
resort to your columns, take this occasion to advert
to certain other points of discussion. You have here-
tofore, while condemning ultra politicians, thought
proper, in several of editorials, to include me by
name in that class.

But who are to be regarded as politicians
reference to the great issue pending 1 The most ul-

tra on the southern side of the question that I know
of, that slavery go into all the territories
of the United States which are common property,
until it shall be excluded by State constitutions.

An ultra northern man is he who claims that slave-
ry shall be excluded from all the territory. If one of

views be more ultra than the other, it must be
the northern one, because, even if the southern view
were adopted in practice, northern men might occupy
any part of the territory without being deprived of
any legal advantage which they possess in own
States, and would have the further privilege, if they

to exercise it, of holding slaves. If, however,
slavery should be excluded, the southerner would
find himself deprived of certain advantages which he
would enjoy at home.

Those men who, standing between, these two op-
posite extremes, are willing that should be sn
equitable division of the territory, may well claim to
be the moderate men. In this class will fall, as far
as I know, all the southern members cf Congress, as
well as the entire mass of the southern people. W hat-ev-er

may he their views as to the power of this
Government over the territory, they are willing, in

that shall be a fair division.
The real question at issue, therefore, is not whether

the South shall have all the territory, or even more
than the North, but whether it shall be permitted to
possess any part of it. For example, If the Missouri
line of 36 30 were extended to the Pacific, then of
all the common property, vis: the territory not inclu-
ded within any of the States, only one-six- th part lies
south of that line ; yet when, on behalf of the South,
we insist that this comparatively small part shall be
left open to us, our claim is denounced as a monstrous
pretension, as insufferable southern arrogance.

With just as fairness might the South be ex-
cluded from any share of the public money and oth-
er public property. Of the sum annually- - paid out
of the public treasury, a small part comparatively is
expended in the slaveholding States. This portion
of the disbursement the North might insist on stopp-
ing with as good a grace as they can support
present claim. To prove that if that sum were also
expended in the free States it would be produc-
tive of greater good, they might use just the same ar--

yuai mey now to. VY bile the princi-
ple would be the same, too, it is clear

that the ultimate mischief to the South in the future
will be much greater the exclusion from all the
territory, than could result depriving us of any
share in the public money.

If these new principles, which seem to have been
adopted by most of the northern politicians, are to
prevail ; if this Government is to acquire territory by
conquest or by purchase, and the southern States are
to be required to furnish full proportion of men
and money, and then the fruits of victory are to be
appropriated exclusively by the North, it is idle to
suppose that the South will go into any part-
nership.

The southern people have free too long to con-
sent thus to become the vassals of the North. As

object is to obtain a recognition of their right
to participate fairly in the benefits of the national ter-
ritory, their opposition is not limited to a particular
mode of exclusion, as the Wilmot proviso. It ex-
tends to all action on the part of the Federal
Government as places it always against and
their institutions. If, for example, when territory is
acquired in which slavery legally exists, as was the
case with the Louisiana Territory, then the Govern-
ment is directly to interfere, and by an act of Con-
gress to abolish slavery, as it did in more than three-fourt-hs

of that Territory ; and when, on the
hand, an acquisition of a different character is made,
it is intentionally so to manage as to exclude slave-
holders from all parts of it ; it is obvious that the
character of our political system would be essentially
changed ; so that the Government, instead of being
that of the whole Union, would have been converted
into a mere machine, for the advancement of the
northern section.

By one modeof proceeding, for example, we are
asked to admit California as a State forthwith. But

Mexico and Deseret are in as much want
of legislative aid, and their inhabitants are 'just as
urgent in demands for our action in cases.
Inasmuch, therefore, as the inhabitants of all these
Territories are in the same situation, and have all
presented us forms of government, why discriminate
between 1 Why grant the request of one set
and refuse it to the others ? Is it because California
has made a constitution excluding slavery, while the
other two Territories have not imposed any re-
striction in their forms of government 1 Is it for this
reason, I say, that we are to be required to admit her
at once ? If the majority from the North, instead of
disposing of all these Territories at this time, they
being equally entitled to our consideration, insist on
poshing through California alone, is not the conclu-
sion irresistible that it is their object merely to
strengthen their hands, thus to enable hereafter
to secure the other portions of the Mexican territory
by one mode or another 1

Are southern men to be required to stultify them-
selves so far before the country as to affect to be
blind to this state of things ? Could we settle the
whole territorial question on equitable terms, we
might be justified in waiving the strong objections
to the in which this state df things was pro-
duced in California. The northern members have
not only, by decisive majorities, from time to time
repeatedly during the last years, passed the
Wilmot proviso though the House of Representa-
tives, but even at the last session, when Mr. Pres-
ton's bill to allow the people of that country to form
a constitution was under consideration, they append-
ed that proviso to it, and thus obliged its friends to
abandon it. The people of the country there, be-

ing thus persuaded that only chance to get
into the Union was by the exclusion of slavery,
very naturally incorporated the proviso into their
constitution.

The course which you to some extent pur-
sued, however patriotic may be your motives, and
more especially that of the National Intelligencer,
seems to me calculated only to produce mischief. I
refer to the attempt to underrate the condition of feel-

ing at the South by extracts carefully culled from
southern papers, letters, &c. No impression is there-
by on the South. The subject being one which
every body fully understands, opinions cannot
be shaken in relation to it. Those persons who rea-
son know that it ia wrong that the South should not
be permitted, her institutions, to occupy any
part of the common territory ; such as are not accus-
tomed to reason feel that the exclusion is a gross out-
rage on their rights. When any man, how high
soever may be his position, declaims against the ex
tension of slavery into any part of the territory his
words produce no more effect on the settled judgment
of the South, than the dashing of the waves against
the base of a mountain of granite. The only
effect of publications is to deceive the North.
What possible good can result from keeping the
people of that section in profound ignorance of the
condition of things in the South 1 Is it wise thus
to mislead the people 1 Why not let
know movements may bring into danger 1

Is it regarded as a wise stroke of policy, in a milita-
ry commander, to conceal his own troops the
danger, he can bring up suddenly a
masked battery I If the Union be in peril, nothing
seems to me better calculated to increase the danger
than such a course as this.

Even if quotations should be fairly made from
the particular papers selected, it must be remembered
that they constitute a small portion of those publish-
ed in the southern States. It may be remarked, too,
that a number of these papers are published by north-

ern men, some of whom retain original sectional
feelings, and are adroitly endeavoring to advance the
anti-slave- ry views of the North. Other journals,
partly from a party feeling of opposition to move-
ments which found in the first instance more
in the Democratic papers, and partly out of deference
to the tone of the central press in this city, sup-
posed to be in accordance with the views of the Ad-

ministration, have echoed back they supposed
would be acceptable here.

As, however, it has become manifest that they
were unintentionally aiding the anti-slave- ry move-
ment of the North, they have gradually been taking
a better of tilings; and I have no doubt but
that, ultimately, all such of as are governed by
patriotic considerations will assume the proper posi-

tion. The North is also misled by the tact that cer-

tain southern men seem willing to sacrifice the gen-

eral national interests of the Union, by abandoning
the rights of own section and adopting the

sectional claims of the North. Whether
persons are governed by misguided patriotism, or are
merely seeking northern support for personal ad-

vancement, it cannot be expected that they should be
sustained by those whose rights they are willing to
surrender. If have not already lost their influ-

ence, they will inevitably do so when position
is understood and the feeling has become intense.
The effect of these things, however, can be produc-
tive of nothing but mischief, by misleading the North.
Had the real state of feeling in the old thirteen colo-

nies understood in England six months before
the declaration ofindependence, our revolution would
never have occurred ; but the British Parliament and
people were cheated and deceived by the ministers
and organs, who declared, from time to time,
that the complaint on this side of the Atlantic came
only from a few ambitious and factious men, who
were making a noise and exciting sedition to give
themselves consequence; and that the great body of
the inhabitants of the colonies were loyal, contented
and quiet, and so attached to the general government
and the union with Great Brtain, that they would
submit to whatever laws the Parliament might pass.
With this example so familiar to American minds,
is It not strange that similar delusion should now pre-

vail! '

But I will now advert to another point, vis: the
means proposed to resist the improper action of the
northern majority. I have expressed the opinion
under our obligmioes to support the Constitution of
the United States, ail consistent its pro-vUio- oa

should he exhausted before there should be a
recommendation to appeal to our rights above it. And
1 have hence advised that, under all the circumstan-
ces, if an equitable adjustment cannot be obtained of
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the territorial question, we ought to refuse to
pass anv appropriation bills for" the soDoort of the
Government.' idea sf refusing supplies is not of
American origin. x nam oesn in bngiana as
the undoubted right of the parliament to refuse, 'at its
own discretion, supplies to the executive. This righ t,
too, has in practice from to been exercised
to protect the rights and liberties of the people ot
England, and has even been the of extorting
auumonai privileges irom the British monarchs.

it be pretended that the representatives of
American rreemen ought to do less to protect the es-
sential rights, and liberties of the people whom
they represent t In England, however, nothing-les- s

than a majority of the representatives can do this; but
under our Constitution the minority may effect the
same object. Nobody will, I apprehend, affirm that
the same act, per se, which would be proper when

by the majority, would be wrong if effected by
the minority , acting in the manner provided by the
Constitution itself. The act of the majority is only
effective because the Constitution so declares; 'but
this same Constitution provides also that certain
when done by the minority, be effective.
difference between our Constitution and that of Great
Britain operates in behalf of liberty, and- - to protect
the rights of the minority. It is in some respects
like the presidential which every body admits
ought in certain cases to be exercised, though it does

the effect of defeating the action of the majority.
The Constitution of the United States, under which
alone Congress provides that one-fift- h of the
members present may demand that the ayes and noes
shall be taxen on any question which may be submit-
ted by the Speaker.

It is also provided that each House may adopt its
own rules of order. Such rules have been aHnnted

j already by the House of Representatives, and are.
until modified or changed by the House itself, as
much binding on the Speaker and every member as
any constitutional provision whatever. In accordance
with these rules, certain motions may be made, and
the ayes and noes taken from time to Under
the Constitution and these rules, one-fif- th of those
members present undoubtedly the power to pre-
vent the passage of laws, and to prevent also the
adoption of any motions for a change of the old rules
of the House. Unquestionably this is. a power in
the hands of the minority which might be abused ; so,
however, might any other power granted by the Con-
stitution, whether given to the majority, the minori-
ty, or to a single individual, as the president, judge,
or officer. If the minority, for mere factious or
slight purposes, were thus to impede legislation, this
would, undoubtedly, be a great abuse ; but if that
minority were, on the other hand, to to this
system only temporarily, and as a matter of defence
against a well-settle- d and gross system of injustice
and tyranny on the part of the majority, then their
conduct would not only be no abuse of its powers,
but would, in be a most praise-wort- hy and pat-
riotic action for the protection of the essential rights
of their constituents. No citizen has a right to strike
another person ; but if one is assailed and beaten,
then he is justified in striking the assailant until he
compels him to desist from his attack.

Since this mode of resistance was suggested, it
seerrfs to bave been received with much by
Southern men. From many evidences within my
reach, I select the following passage from a letter to
me, which seems to present fairly the view taken in
the South, so far as I am able to understand it. The
writer is not only one whose opinion will as
much weight as that of any one in North Carolina,
from his standing and talents, but is entitled to the
more consideration from the fact during a ser-
vice of many years in Congress, he was not less dis-

tinguished for his moderation and conservative views
than for the firmness and ability with which be main-
tained them. As the letter which I make the
extract was a private one, I do not give the name of
the writer, much as I might, by so doing, strengthen
the judicious statement made by him. He says :

" I approve of your position to resist the passage
of the appropriation bills until the slavery question
is finally settled. is a much better and more
effectual plan than for southern members to leave their
seals, which 1 have seen proposed in some quarters.
Should the southern members merely leave seats
and return home, it will produce no result ; the North
will pocket the publ ic money and laugh at them. The
matter can be settled no where but upon the floor of
Congress, except by a dissolution of the Union,
which nobody desires. If fifty of our Southern mem-
bers would tay all party ties and act firm-

ly and openly together, they can the North to
do is right, and she ought to do without
hesitation. Resist all bills for the support of Gov-
ernment until this subject is finally and satisfactorily
settled, particularly the annual appropriation, the

arid navy Let it be distinctly understood
that you will oppose these measures by every parlia-
mentary tactic in your power, and that you cannot be
bought off, forced off, nor coaxed off, justice is

the Sooth ; and, in my judgement, success is
inevitable. At all events, if 1 were I would
try the experiment till March 4,

"The South has no direct interest in the passage
of bills, and if the object of refusing them is
understood, I have no doubt it will be cordially ap-
proved. Shbuld Congress adjourn without passing
these bills, will very soon be organized a pow-
erful party in the North to put down Free-soilis- rn and
Abolitionism I do not think we should be pla-

gued with either again for some In a move-
ment of .this kind every thing depends on its being
carried out by firm, honest, and true men, and I hope
enough such may be found in Congress to undertake
it, in spite of all the clamor it will in the North
among those who live by the Government. It is a
harsh measures, but in my opinion it is the only one
left to save the Union and protect the South. Despe-
rate diseases require desperate remedies."

Should this means of resistance be adopted by the
southern members, there would be, I have no doubt,
excitement at first and anger in the North. To allay
it, however, if they are consistent and sincere in their
expressions of devotion to the constitution and laws,
it would be necessary for us to remind of
own doctrine. If we complain of the threatened ac-tion- 'of

the majority, they advise us to refer the matter
to the Supreme Court of the United States, which,
they say, is the great constitutional arbiter whose de-

cisions all good citizens who love law and order must
submit to. If they complained of this action of the
minority, we, of course should recommend to
apply for redress to the Supreme Court. Should that
august tribunal decide, for example, that one fifth of
the members present had not the right to demand the
ayes and noes, then it would doubtles furnish to the
complainants such remedial process as the Constitu-
tion of the United States and the laws provide in such
cases. Should northern gentlemen be so inconsistent
as to decline to await the effect of this process,
they would probably attempt to change the existing
rules of the House. But as these rules have been
tried and approved by the American Congress for
many years, they are as much reverenced in certain
quarters as were the of the Medes and Per-

sians in day. In words, southern men,
seeing how our country has prospered under
rules, may not choose to have changed in any
respect, and may resort to the same to prevent
s change as those above indicated. Should the ma-

jority in that contingency, as it has threatened
they will do, attempt to substitute own rules,
arbitrarily adopted, and to displace the existing Spea-

ker because of his fidelity to the Constitution, then
conduct, being unlawful, forcible, and revolu-

tionary, would justify and require a forcible action on

the part of the friends of the Constitution to resist
their attempts. It would thus turn out the northern
members, having in the first place been guilty of a
tyrannical abuse of thekfrpowersunder the Constitu-
tion, and finding that the Instrument contained a prov-

ision-for the protection of tbemiBority, whose righto
they, had sought to trample on; this majority, I say,
finding that they were baulked in their efforts by the
Constitution itseit, would ft second put them

selves in the wrong, by sn appeal to force. In such
a case we, who might use the necessarv to
defeat this revolutionary movement, would be stand
ing in defence of the Constitution and laws. Feeling
the force of as high obligations as could possibly rest
on a human being, I cannot doubt but that in this
contingency southern men will do their duty with
out regard to any personal peril that may be incurred.

une purpose of such a movement as this would be
to teach the North that, under the powers granted in
the Constitution both to majorities and to minorities,
great mischief in practice might be caused. An ap
peal be made in the most solemn manner to
the good sense and right feeling of the masses of the
people there, and they might then decide whether or
not mey were wining to carry on our political system
as we have heretofore done.

The time when we
,
ought to to this mode of
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action, i noiu, oe after a clear demonstration
that the majority j by an arbitrary exercise of
power, intend to. disregard the constitutional and na-
tural rights of the southern portion of the Confedera
cy, w nen this shall be made manifest-whe- n we
are brought to see that the powers of this central gov
ernment are to be used against our people that in-
stead of being their government, it is to a for--
etgn and hostile government then it is our duty to
withdraw all support from it as far as our powers
will enable us to do. Northern gentlemen, however,
tell us that it would be more manly, and more be-
coming a high-mind- ed and chivalrous people, to let
legislation take its course, than resort to revolution-
ary remedies. Others of them place great reliance
on the federal and navy, and say that without
any trouble to the North they will, by blockading
southern ports and sending troops where they are
needed, soon bring the South into submission to such
laws as they may choose to pass. I have no doubt
that they are perfectly willing, as they say, to vote all
the money in the treasury to have their acts executed.

But, I tell these gentlemen frankly, that however
willing I might be in matters that concerned myself
aione, to make concession when there is an appeal to
my magnanimity, I do not feel at liberty thus to act
when the rights of others are at stake. I will not,
if I have the power to prevent It, needlessly jeopar-
dize those whom I represent. If is to be a col-
lision, I do not wish the sword of Brennus thrown
into the against my section. If is to be
a struggle, in any event, between the South and the
North, I desire this, the common Government, mat
stand as a neutral. If I have power, I will, in that
event, put this Government under bonds to keep the
peace. As in that contest I know that the South
will have the right on her side, I am not willing that
the Federal army and be used against her.
After the appropriations for the current year are ex-
pended, the President will have no more power to
use the money in the treasury without an appropria-
tion by law than any other person would

f Whether southern members will take the step in-

dicated, I shall not assume to say in advance, nor
even to that they have the political, moral, and
personal courage to defend their own section, should
their judgment approve the These things
the public must decide for itself, from such evidence
as it has from time to time of southern feeling and
southern action. Should this remedy be adopted, it
must be temporary in its effects, and could hardly be
expected to prove available the fourth of March
next. Then, and perhaps sooner, the southern peo-
ple, seeing that their representatives could no longer,
by any exertion, protect them, would be compelled
to rely on their own efforts.

There is at this time less manifestation of excite-
ment in the southern States than was exhibited a little
while since. But no one ought to be deceived as to
the real causes of this comparative quiet. This state
ot things is in no wise attributable to eulogies on the
Union, nor to the denunciation of southern movements.

The people of the Southern States suppose they
have seen indications sufficient to induce to
hope that may be an equitable adjustment of
the question at issue. Nothing has contributed more
to this than the rejection by the House of Represen-
tatives, of the resolutions of Messrs. Root and Gid- -
dings, embodying the principle of the Wilmot pro

Throughout the South, generally, has this been
regarded as an indication of a returning sense ot jus-
tice in the minds of the majority. Other movements,

here, contributed to the same result. The
liberal views of certain northern gentlemen have ope-
rated in the same direction. A great impression has
been made, on the southern mind especially, by the
able, manly, and national speech of Mr. Webster ;
showing, as he did, that he had the statesmanlike sa-

gacity to understand the real condition of the coun-
try, and the courage to meet the crisis. Avowing
his readiness to do justice to all sections of the Union,
according to the and the spirit of the Constitu
tion, he has by that effort, contributed, in a most emi-
nent degree, to raise the hope that the liberal and
men of the North would so far sustain him as in the
end to lead to a fair adjustment of the difficulty. But
should not be the event should the southern
people find that they have been deceived will
be a renewal, with redoubled energy, of all the for
mer manifestations of excitement.

No where among them is there to be found that
spirit of slavish submission to wrong, which it has
been sought to inculcate from certain quarters. The
only question on which they are divided is, whether
they ought, in the condition of things now, to
speak, and act. Though silent they are resolute.
The feeling of determination is daily spreading and
extending itself in ail directions. The instant it ap

necessary for them to act they will move for-
ward like a torrent that, after being obstructed for a
time, has with gathered strength broken down all that
barred its 1 then, that who
the power in their hands will at once decide to give
us an equitable settlement. There is danger in de
lay, each month that passes by leaves a wider
gap between the two sections. For myself, while
here as a member, I will use my official station to
preserve as far as I can the Constitution intact in its
letter and spirit, and to protect, if possible, from the
threatened wrong, those whom I have the honor in
part to represent. Failing in this, I be found
with the people of the South in whatever movements
they may find necessary to guard safety and
honor. - Respectfully yours.

T. L. CLINGMAN.

Effects or Emancipation. The Baltimore Ameri
can states, on the authority of a letter from
Jamaica, that the poverty and industrial prostration
of that island are almost incredible ; that, since 1833,
out of 653 sugar estates then in cultivation, more than
150 have been abandoned and the works broken op,
thereby throwing out ofcultivation over 200,000 acres
of rich land, which, in 1832, gave employment to
about 30,000 laborers, and yielded over 15,000 hogs
heads of 8ugar,and over 6,000 puncheons of rum. It
is added that, during the same period, over 500 coffee
plantations have abandoned and works bro-

ken up, thereby throwing out of cultivation over 200,- -

000 acres more of land, which, in 1832, required the
labor of over 30,000 men.

is the picture, on a small seals, of would J
. . .i i ,1 e .i o .1 t loe me resuu or emancipation in tne oooui. out tne

consequences of such an experiment here would not
be confined as in the West India Islands, to the im-

mediate theatre of emancipation. This is a fact which
the North ought to bear in mind. If it could suc-
ceed in dragging down the fabric of .Southern institu-
tions, it would perish like Samson, in the ruins it
had caused. The great Staples of the South could
no longer be cultivated. Every Northern factory
would be stepped. Every operative In the whole vast
hive of Northern industry would be starved. South
ern caoacitv to bov anv thing more of Am North
would be destroyed. England, the greatest power
of the earth, would feel an earthquake shock.: in the
loss of cotton, which would shake her to her founda
tions. If the South must perish, she wA at
expi the exiting thought the eue4iags down

her into the deep chambers of destruction, the
authors end agents of Iter rata. Alts. Rmpuh.
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OP DANIEL WEBSTER.
Thosneech of rnil Whtr in k- - m

the California question, is decided!vbe of the most
qpienuiu enorts ot the greatest of living orators. It
is the cap-she- af, the chef eTceutre of this incomparable
debater and statesman. As a pure specimen of elo-
quence, of extraordinary felicity of language, aptness
of metaphor, and force of argument, the speech de-
serves to take rank with the highest flights of genius
that handed down to us from preceding
ages, it is aumiraoie in an its parts. The exordium
is strikingly grand and impressive. The narrative is
compact, lucid, and finished. The deductions are
characterized by the-sever- est logic snd perfect fami
liarity with the subjects, the circumstances, and the
people, and the peroration is one of exquisite beauty,
in the application to the present condition of our
country, washed by the two great seas, and extend-
ing across the. broad continent, of the beautiful des-
cription by Homer, of Achilles shield :

" Now the shield complete, the crowned
With his last hand, and poured' the ocean round ;
In living silver seemed the waves to roll,
And beat the buckler's verge, and bound the whole."

But the merits of this great oration are not merely
those of elegant diction, exquisite and admira-
ble eloquence. It possesses a still higher quality.
It glows with a true catholic spirit of American feel-
ing. It is radiant with a patriotism which disregards
sectional limits. It evincesa truly noble triumph of
a great intellect over the excitements and fanaticism
of the hour ; over the turmoils of party and the in
trigues of faction. It takes within its comprehensive
scope all the interests, the feelings, the passions and
prejudices which have arisen from this agitation and
extends over the one

.
the shield of defence and protec- -

j i -
tion, ana warns tne omer, in tones ot powerlul remon-
strance and eloquent exhortation. He admonishes
these, conciliates those, refutes others, and pleases all.
With severe impartiality he exhibits the shortcom-
ings and excesses of all the parties to this agitation.
He exposes the insincerity and hypocrisy of the anti-slave- ry

agitators, who have expended millions to keep
up excitement, but never contributed a cent to
help the blacks that emancipated, and
wanted a home. He demolishes the Wilmot Provi-
so, as a mere bauble of restless politicians, having
nothing cither of or good in it ; reproves the in
justice of the Southern gentlemen who seek to
those who have hitherto defended the rights of the
South, with the fanatics and agitators of the North.
But, above all, he administers a keen rebuke to those,
who have denied the right, and aspersed the motive
of the Sooth, in calling the Nashville Convention, -

and presumes, as all patriotic men should presume,
that said convention is called for legal and proper
purposes. It is in these aspects, that Mr. Webster's
speech may be looked upon as a god-sen- d. It is the
midday sun breaking through the clouds that have
hung for forty days and nights oyer the ark of the
Constitution. It is the trident of old Neptune, calm-
ing the excited sea and soothing the raging billows.
There is but little in that speech, which does not
command our assent, trained as we have been, to
different views of the Constitution, and under differ
ent sectional influences from the great Senator. But,
we commenced this article, with no purpose of ana-
lyzing the positions, or stating our views of the points
of Mr. Webster's speech. We this task for
another occasion. New Orleans Delta.

Information res Farmers about Plank Roads.
Scientific experiments have proved, that the same
power required to move one ton, in a common lumber
wagon, on a level earth road, will move the same
wagon with a load of four and one-thi-rd on a

wood surface.
One ton is the average practical load for a two

horse team, over a tolerably common road ; it
follows, then, that the same team can, with equal
ease, a load of four and one-thi-rd tons on a
properly graded plank Practical results have
proved this to be true, because four tons now consti-
tute the load for a two horse team on all plank
roads, where the inequalities of the land's surface
have been levelled to practical grades. Wagons,
however, to bear such increased weight, should be
made somewhat stronger than they are commonly

for ordinary usebut yet a common wagon
will bear a much .greater weight on plank, than on a
common road, for the reason that the pressure is

and uniform on a plank road, whereas on a com
mon road, by reason of ruts and inequalities of sur-
face, the wagon is subjected to severe by ob-

lique and lateral strains. Both wagon and harness,
in constant use on a plank road, by means of this
steady action and diminished friction, will last long-
er than on ordinary public roads.

Suppose a farmer, some ten miles out of Detroit,
has 140 bushels of wheat to take to market, in his
wagon, over common roads in the condition in which
they generally are. He would not ordinarily
more than 35 bushels at a load the weight of which. a
at 60 lbs. the bushel, is 2,100 lbs.; one would occu
py so much time, that he could only make one trip a
day, and when he would have to four trips, and
consume four days in conveying his 140 bushels to
market but, if be could travel on a plank road, be
could the whole 140 bushels on a load ; the
weight of the whole, at 60 lbs. the bushel, is four
tons and 400 lbs. How, then, does the account
stand t trips over a common road will cost as
follows : four days for himself and team, at 91 50
a day, 6 00.

One trip over a plank road, in one day, $1 50.
Toll both at two cents per mile, is 40
Difference in of plank road, is $4 10.
The first impression is very strong against being

taxed for travelling to market, and great hostility is
naturally felt agaiist the conversion of a free, into a
toll road ; but this arises not understanding the
advantage of a plank road.

lhe above calculation shows that the payment of
the forty cents for toll is not, in out of pocket,
but the cost of a privilege, by which $4 10 are saved.
Money saved is money made and in the case above
stated, the forty cents is taken out of his pocket, and
$4 50 put in the place of it.

In the above calculation no notice is taken of the
cost of strengthening the wagon, because such cost
is more than made up by saving in bjacksmith's and
other mechanics' bills, for repairing damages which
continually accrue on common roans anu in tne
duration of wagon and harness. Com. Bulletin,

Look Out, Southern Merchants. Under the
head of the " Cholera Humbug," the N. Y. Merchant's
Day-Boo- k indignantly denies the assertion of the
Philadelphia North American that the cholera has re-
turned to York. It denies that there has been
a single case of it in New York this Itaeks
the Philadelphia North American to reconsider the
following paragraph :

M Western and Southern merchants who oc-

casion to visit the seaboard cities to make their
Spring purchases, would do well to heed this fact."

We trust that Southern merchants will also hear in
mind the fact that they can be accommodated as well
in Southern cities, Richmond smong the number. We
trust they will also recollect that the above paper,
which invites their to Philadelphia, occupies its
editorial eoloms with I ittle else titan abuse of the South
snd its institutions. W e trust that Southern merchants
will avoid that town, and that Southern parents who

sens studying medicine will educate them at
home, snd not in the midst of s population whose
leading journal never mentions tne word SouA with
out s sneer except when it invites the Southern trade,
and asks she Southern men te kiss tbs hand that
smites these. Richmond JRepnbhcom. 4

"It is very common for those heroes, who shine voA

ths field, end make sorest figere
to make but a very poor one noon
snetaaeatistoofndiffersstnajuie. Ws SjUSsoossdshs,

IMVL'we see them snd wtthens senates, toi
find s difference there ie fcece s gonersl sod
a erent msaw?

? iuf .w :arm-:ij- " . p ,"

The follow raff esthetic lines were
rerv ill-us-

ed VoSnO man to the " object ofhit
tions." accompsbieil bf the return of s dsmioru
die which she bad presented ff."

Take back the needle thou eid'sten4
' ?Pry-sMuia- later

Jtfinele that it ssight saeni . ...
.. I could not bear to wee.
1 prised it eolywhee I thought .

That one ofse odd
By thy fair band I might be tath

Te use it many ' :

My fancy carried me abend
to that wished for thus,

When thou Would'st sit snd dam say
And sometimes perhaps mine.

And thus while you the needle plied
Industriously with yarn,

Together we would ever bide,
Nor care for aught a darn.

8o I've been saving, all along.
Many a well-wor- n thing,

Hoping that through the evenings 10m
You'd ait, and darn, and sing.

' And this reflection was so sweet,
As on time quickly rolled,

I did not mind nor care a bit
If my stockings did grow old.

And rent and tear might open wider -

I'd rather help them on,
Thinking you'd not your pleasure bide

The more there was to
But now there's malice in its pint, .

A mocking in its eye,
puts my feelings out of jint?

And wakes the oft-dra-

Then take the needle back again.
And darn thyself with it ;

I've tried to use it, but in vain
I not darn a bit. ''

back, take back thy needle bright
And may it useful be ;

hand alone guide it right
Or teach its to met to?.

Mount Vesuvius. The correspondent at Naples
of the London Daily News, under date of February 19,
says that the eruption of Mount-Vesuvius- , of which
he gives the following account, had compelled the
Pope to from Portici to the palace sn' fiape
di Monte.

For a week we now enjoyed the most spies
did eruption which has taken place for many years.
The ashes have carried as far, we know, as twen-
ty and, no doubt, farther. The lava de-

scends in two streams Ottajano, where it has
destroyed a palace and much land belonging, to a no-

bleman of that name, and another toward deli
Annunziata, while the flames and the immense masses
of rock which are ejected, at night a terrific
spectacle. The roaring of trnlfnountain on Saturday
night last was such as to disturb ths whole country
for miles round, and here in Naples our windows
shook with every repetilibniof it, which was unceas
ing night and day. Immense Crowds, of course,
over the side of the bay to get a nearer ;
religious processions are moving abottt for the inter-
cession of the Madonna and the saints; snd it is said
that the Pope is to perform some ceremonial te cause
the mountain to its ruinous proceedings. I an

to add that the accidents to who went over
have been very sad.

On Saturday night a young was struck in the
leg by a burning stone, which cot through the' limb,
and he died on the mountain from loss of bleed. A
young American officer was struck in the arm, which
hung suspended by a bit of flesh. On his arrival In
Naples he had lost so much blood that as amputation
could not take place, and as no reaction has up to this
time taken place, it is not expected that hs can live.
A gendarme is also reported killed, and two men who
had fallen a sacrifice to the eruption; were said te have
been buried yesterday at Portici. Some anxiety bus
been felt for an Englishman and his wife Who had:
not returned from a visit to the mountain ; snd yet
crowds roll on night and day to see this wonderful
phenomenon. From the neighborhood of the moun-
tain all the inhabitants have end .the powder from
the magazine at Torre has removed.

Mr. Stanly, a Representative from North Carolina,
has signalized himselfduring this session ofCongress
by his recreancy to the South. He is the only Rep-
resentative from this section of ths Union whose
perspicacity has failed him in discovering that the
North had committed wrong and aggression on the
South. To repel the charge of aggression, he
the following language :

" Gentlemen speak of aggression the South,
We have a President who owns two hundred negraces

slaveholder and an excellent gentleman was elected
Speaker of this House; a good share of Southern
men in the Cabinet. The Supreme Court stands five
to four. The South has many ofour foreign miassons-- j

and yet we hear nothing hut aggression; and
Taylor received more votes from Che States
(.Jen. Cass, and only the majority of two millioajjjsta
hundred and eighty-thre- e thousand six hundred Mf
fourteen votes over this terrible horde ot Abolition-
ists." -

Now, were it possible to excuse or palliate such s
wrong to the South, as the refusal to surrender
tive slaves, such an argument as Mr. Stanly
could scarcely stand as s decent pies .in the mouths
of such Abolitionists as Mr. Giddings and Mr, Root.
Mr. Stanly, a Southern . Representative, finds evi-
dence that the North is not aggressive on the South,
in the fact that a Southerner fills the Presidential
chair, s Southern man is Speaker of the House, snd
five members of the Supreme Courtsre from the South.
Consolatory fact indeed ! Most fortunate combins-tio- n

of circumstances! ,j
Mr. Webster admits greet wrong to ths South

by the Legislatures of the North, in disregarding
the guarantees for slave property in ths constitution.
But see, Mr. Stanlv, the South now has ties
President ! The North, Mr. Webster concedes, has
been agitating on the slavery question, to the injury
of the South. Aye but, affirms Mr. Stanly, a 8 outs-er- n

man fills the speaker's chair! It would be sn in-
sult to the South, asserts Mr.' Webster, to adopt the
Wilmot Proviso. Look, says Mr. Stanly; ths Sooth
has five men on the bench of the Supremo CouVtl
n wouia oe an insoii to me unoersanei
aers to a wen on seen palliatives as Mr. His sir alssH
for Northern wrong and aggression, hut we beliefs
that such recreancy to tne South, by one of her sonot
is without example. Chartetten

Kites. These being the days of frhrh --rinds
high kites we soggest to opr young friends
oi trying meir earn in masinginstr
forms of living things. It is rather too ssd
boys should be behind the hesthordsh OMeosel
respect; but they are nevertbetees. A nussj in
that country says: " I he sky is s umsofssl flutter of
kites, l counted this slternoon trom ttrV
ninety-thre- e, which were flown at various beta
with skill. wksvandin.
mirabfy imitated tbeir nunutuvre in the rMJTZ TiH Jar

themselves, snd sailing snd darting;
noateu arouos, ssd

sky. mslsrity trees of
Loud noises Kke a wind t
from them. Ths most
huge fish, s it through
its and fins with a lod

mat are also fiesri
Voysy;
tiatakaew

ietkewt
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